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The Sweep of Their Lyre
by Christopher Fulkerson

Nomenclature

Piano

Harp

Electric Guitar

Chimes

Vibraphone

Marimba (doubling Xylophone)

Duration: 7 V2 Minutes

Notes
As the title indicates, this piece is “about” arpeggios, which are to be played rapidly.

The electric guitar is to be played with the flesh of the fingers, Jazz style, preferably not
with the fingernails but definitely not with a plectrum. The “stretch” effect of the strings
does not imply an increase in the dynamic level. The proper sound is of the guitar being
“within” the sonority of the piano, i.e., dynamically subordinate to it, when these
instruments are playing chords together. The guitar sound should be all normal “tone,”
like any other instrument, and very little electric “presence,” or the electric guitar will not
be balancing properly with the other instruments. Another way to think of the guitar
sound as it is intended here is as a bell-like clangorous sound somewhere between the
piano and the harp (which it blends with as a plucked string sound) but not unlike the
chimes or vibraphone (which it blends with as a metallic sound), or even the marimba
(which its plucked lower notes should also blend well with).

If any ritardando is taken at the very end, it should be tastefully “imperceptible.”

The title is taken from the poem “The Return to Ulster” by Sir Walter Scott. For more
about this piece, see its page at ChristopherFulkerson.com.
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